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Early U.S. Assembly Actions 


J. McDowell Richards is named Moderator on first ballot over 
Bell and Lynn. . . . Montreat selected for 1956 meeting in com- 
petition with Bristol and Staunton. . . . Pan-Presbyterian hymnal 
scheduled for Oct. 17... . Montreat College trustees respond to 
merger proposal with Assembly’s Training School by asking to 
continue as at present plus $50,000 yearly from the Assembly. 
. . . Atlanta group renews effort to concentrate all Assembly 
agencies there. . . . Survey as official publication urged in pro- 
motional program. . . . Preliminary report on Christianity and 
Health is adopted. . . . Higher education emphasis planned for 
1956... . Lacy hits snipers at institutions’ administrations and 
faculties. . . . Forward With Christ Christian education goals 
named: (1) 600 candidates for church vocations; (2) 600 min- 
isterial candidates; (3) 150,000 increase in Sunday schools; (4) 
more Presbyterian students in Presbyterians colleges; (5) Chris- 
tian colleges. (5) Christian family life. Monday: Judicial 
cases sustain Georgia Synod, reverse Florida. ... New Interchurch 
Relations committee to replace committee on Cooperation and 
Union, with stress on more general phases of cooperation... . 
Unanimous report of standing committee adopted unanimously. 
Early sentiment indicates desegregation emphases of 1954 will 
be sustained. .. . “Loyalty oath” plan is defeated. . . . Movement 
to concentrate agencies in Atlanta is disapproved. 
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EDITORIAL 


Unwitting Tribute 


One of the finest tributes to Christian 
ministers in a long time was paid recently 
by one of the vigorous opponents of de- 
segregation movements, particularly in 
regard to compliance with the Supreme 
Court ruling on that question. 

The speaker said the most formidable 
foe is to be found in the moral and spirit- 
ual guides of the community (See page 
6.) Though he did not put it quite this 
way, he went on to indicate that the men 
who are dedicated to moral and spiritual 
values and to the building of a more 
Christian world from the group most 
solidly opposed to: (1) maintenance of 
the status quo on the segregation ques- 
tion; (2) efforts to evade the demand of 
the U. S. Constitution as interpreted by 
the Supreme Court. 

What, it might be asked, could be ex- 
pected from the spiritual leadership of 
anation? Would it be supposed that they 
would be silent in the face of manifest 
inequalities and injustice, or that they 
would seek to subvert our constitutional 
standards? We know very well what 
happens when any suggested opposition 
to the “American Way” is suspected. 
Now, men are being condemned for sup- 
porting constituted authorities. 

When the Christian ministry takes an 
overwhelming stand on an issue, it might 
be well to seek to understand the reasons 
for it and perhaps to examine one’s own 
position. It might be possible that the 
spiritual disciplines and insights of these 
ministers have led them to a fundamen- 
tally Christian position. At least, it 
should be our constant hope and prayer 
that they do see and express insights 
which the rest of us will in time come to 
recognize as true and Christian. 














Dr. Richards 

The U. S. Assembly has again laid its 
hands upon one of its ablest and most 
courageous servants and called him to 
lead the church as its Moderator dur- 
ing the year. J. McDowell Richards is 
worthy to stand with the best of the Mod- 
erators who have received this honor and 
opportunity of leadership. 

The work of the Moderator has long 
since ceased to be merely that of presid- 
ing officer during the days of the Assem- 
bly. It is important that he be a man 
who can serve the Assembly well during 
its week of intensive work, but it is even 
more important that he be able to repre- 
sent the church in its many important 
activities across the nation. Dr. Rich- 
ards will do this admirably. He will be 
cordially welcomed everywhere he goes 
and his presence will be stimulating and 
inspiring. 

We have paid our tributes to him in 
these pages in former years. He was 
named as a “Notable Presbyterian” by 
us in 1948 and his praises were sung at 
that time. Since then he has gone on to 
make more and more notable contribu- 
tions to the church’s work. 

As he begins an important year of 
leadership, we wish for him the very best. 
We are fortunate to have him as the As- 
sembly’s Moderator. 


A Church Alive 


We can suggest few more stimulating 
experiences than for you to secure (for 
50¢) a copy of Fellowship or Fission,* 
the report of the Board of Evangelism 
and Social Service of the United Church 
of Canada. In addition to the magnifi- 
cent manner in which evangelism and 
social concern are vitally related by this 
church, revealed in reports and recom- 
mendations dealing with far-reaching is- 
sues, you will also be able to read some 
of the addresses delivered at the annual 
meeting. It might be a good thing if 
evangelism and social action committees 
arranged for a wide distribution of this 
volume. 

Also, don’t miss the brief discussion 
in the same volume by E. T. Dahlberg on 
“How Is Christ the Answer?” 





*United Church of Canada. Board of 
Evangelism and Social Service, 299 Queen 
St., West, Toronto, Ontario. 


200 Years: Mecklenburg 


An elaborate pageant will mark the 
founding of the first church (Sugaw 
Creek) in Mecklenburg Presbytery, N.C., 
June 14-16. The U. S. Assembly was 
invited there for that celebration but by 
a one-vote margin returned to mark the 
Hanover anniversary. 





Letters to the Editors 


World Missions 





Disclaims Effort 





Clarification 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


In the editorial, “Second Thoughts on the 
‘Loyalty’ Question,” on page 8 of the May 
30 issue of THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, 
the Board of World Missions is named, 
along with the General Council and the 
Committee on the Minister and His Work, 
as asking the General Assembly to “affirm 
its conviction that its constituent presby- 
teries should include in the covenant, 
which ministers joining a presbytery are 
required to sign, a statement to the effect 
that the signing ministers will support the 
benevolence causes of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S... .” 

Apparently there is some misunder- 
standing. The quotation is from an ac- 
tion of the General Council. The Board 
of World Missions has taken no action 
relating to the covenant which ministers 
joining a presbytery are required to sign. 
It has merely pointed to and quoted the 
action of the General Council as a devel- 
opment “worthy of note” in connection 
with recommendation No. 2 of the report 
of the ad-interim committee on World 
Missions. 

C. Darsy FULTON. 
Nashville, Tenn. 

NOTE: We regret it if our reference 
was misinterpretation. The fact that the 
General Council action was quoted favor- 
ably by the World Missions Board in its 
report te the Assembly made it appear 
that it was supporting the Council re- 
quest—E DITORS. 


Seashore Conferences? 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


I would like to know if there are any 
conference centers in our Assembly lo- 
cated on or near a seashore. It seems 
that we have plenty that are located in 
mountain areas and near lakes, but I find 
none near the coast.... 

If you don’t know of any that we Pres- 
byterians have, then you may know of 
some the Methodists or Episcopalians 
have. Any help you can give us on this 
matter will be appreciated. 

INQUIRER. 
e Any suggestions? 


If Any... 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


Just read comments on Catholic Marian 
Year (OuTLOOK, May 9) in your scurrilous 
so-called religious magazine and it doesn’t 
seem to have ever entered into any of the 
pee-wee minds connected with your outfit 
that it would be better for them and the 
entire Presbyterian movement if they 
could and would attend to their own busi- 
ness, if any, and let the Catholics do the 
same and stop their lying misrepresenta- 
tion of the teachings of the Catholic 
Church on devotion to our Blessed Mother. 
Millions of non-Catholics know the truth 
on that subject; in fact, anyone with 
brains can know it.... 

Harry FENNO. 
Kansas City, Mo. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 
Publishers, Inc., 2 North Sixth Street, Richmond 29, Virginia, except first week, January, and fourth week, August. Telephone 2-9492; 
night, 4-5554. 15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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J. McD. RICHARDS NAMED MODERATOR ON FIRST BALLOT 


The election of J. McDowell Richards, 
52-year-old president of Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary (Ga.), marked the open- 
ing of the 95th General, Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., in Richmond, 
Va. Dr. Richards was elected on the 
first ballot, with 238 votes. 

L. Nelson Bell, Asheville, N. C., sur- 
geon, received 142 votes; R. Matthew 
Lynn, Midland, Texas, pastor, 72. 

Two years ago Dr. Bell was nominated 
for the same office but Frank W. Price 
was elected 262-165 on the first ballot. 

Dr. Richards was nominated by Henry 
E. (Jeb) Russell, Montgomery, Ala., pas- 
tor, and Robert E. Kell, Bristol, Va., 
industrialist and former mayor of his 
city. Dr. Russell praised his nominee 
and commended him for Moderator be- 
cause of (1) His esteem for Dr. Rich- 
ards. (‘One of the noblest and most use- 
ful men God ever gave to our church”’) ; 
(2) The need of the church in this par- 
ticular Assembly. (‘‘Dr. Richards has 
convictions but be belongs to no party 
and has given no time to the controver- 
sial matters that have taken up the time 
of others. Now that the vote on union 
has been taken this controversy must now 
cease and he can lead us in our construc- 
tive work.”’) (3) His fitness for the task, 
shown by his inheritance, his training, his 
work (when he became president of Co- 
lumbia Seminary at 31 he was the 
youngest man “‘to my knowledge” ever 
entrusted with a similar responsibility). 
“He can do a prodigious amount of work 
without developing stomach ulcers. . . . 
He is fearless but understanding.” 

Mr. Kell said Dr. Richards stands out 
as a man for this particular hour in the 
church. He expressed deep concern for 
the manifest disunity in the church. There 
will always be differences in the Presby- 
terian Church. “The framework of our 
government invites divergent opinions. If 
this were not so, we would not be Presby- 
terians.”” But, he said, “we must shame- 
fully and humbly admit that too often 
there has been a climate and spirit in- 
compatible with the great Head of the 
Church.” As Presbyterians, he said, we 
must learn to walk together. Dr. Rich- 
ards has gained the respect of both op- 
ponents and proponents. He is constant 
as a Northern star. 


Bell Nomination 
Dr. Bell was described by J. Wayte 





RICHARDS: Constant as a 
Northern star. 


Fulton of Miami as a “high Calvinist, a 
man who is deeply committed to the 
‘faith once for all delivered to the 
saints.” ’”’ He said he holds some other 
convictions which are not held by others 
of his brethren but he holds them in good- 
will. “It is doubtful that he has worn 
out many pairs of trousers straddling 
fences.” He said it is not always easy 
to contend for the faith and maintain bal- 
ance but “none of the iron of the battle 
has ever entered into” Dr. Bell’s soul. 
Mr. Fulton described his long service in 
China as a medical missionary and his 
extensive service in this country. 

The seconding speech was by Ed C. 
Hammond, Atlanta layman, who spoke 
of Dr. Bell as “‘better known and loved 
by more people throughout the world 
than any layman in our church.” He 
said he has a grasp of the world situation 
—‘‘He probably has a better grasp of the 
threat of Communism than any layman 
or minister in our church.” He said min- 
isters have outnumbered laymen as Mod- 
erator more than 8-1—only 10 in 95 
years. ‘‘When we have so able a man 
we ought to use him.” 

Dr. Lynn was nominated by Wm. H. 
Foster, Jr., Arlington, Va., pastor, who 
said, ‘We need to turn today to the sort 
of man who day in and day out bears the 
burdens of our work.” Dr. Lynn’s ex- 
tensive service as a pastor and servant 


on all levels of the church’s life were 
described. Mr. Foster said the election 
of Dr. Lynn would “symbolize all the 
pastors who are doing a good job.” In 
view of the Forward With Christ move- 
ment this would be especially significant. 

David M. Currie, Texas City, Texas, 
pastor, seconded the nomination, telling 
of Dr. Lynn’s pastoral service for 28 years. 
“He knows the church’s program from 
seeing it applied in a congregation in all 
phases. He knows the virtues and some of 
the pitfalls of women’s work. He knows 
the program at all levels. . . . He has 
worked for union but he is not adamant 
about it, for his father voted against it but 
they are going to live together as Chris- 
tians. Matthew Lynn believes in work- 
ing with any man who loves Christ.” 


Predictions 

There had been a good bit of pre- 
Assembly speculation about the effect of 
nominating two men who were known 
to hold much the same position on many 
of the controversial questions before the 
church (Drs. Richards and Lynn) while 
opponents concentrated on Dr. Bell. Some 
felt that a divided vote on the first bal- 
lot would aid in the election of Dr. Bell 
and it is understood that overtures were 
made to the supporters of Dr. Lynn to 
refrain from nominating him but these 
were without result. When Dr. Richards 
was elected on the first ballot, this was 
generally interpreted as giving an indi- 
cation that the negative trends feared by 
some prognosticators would not develop 
but that the 1955 Assembly might follow, 
in general, the temper of recent Assem- 
blies. The supporters of Dr. Lynn were 
considered to be almost unanimous in sus- 
taining the actions of recent Assemblies. 

In transferring the Moderator’s respon- 
sibilities to Dr. Richards, Dr. Boggs pre- 
sented the gavel and he also gave him the 
custody of the Celtic Cross which was 
first given to a U. S. Moderator in 1949. 

The cross, which came from Iona, 
Scotland, was presented by Harrison Ray 
Anderson of the Fourth church, Chicago 
(USA Moderator in 1951), to the U.S. 
Moderator, W. E. Price. One had already 
been presented the USA Moderator and 
last year one went to the United Presby- 
terian Moderator. 

In the original presentation Dr. Ander- 
sen explained that the Moderator of the 
USA Assembly had an identical cross. 








And he expressed the hope that they 
might one day be welded into one cross 
when the churches are united. 

Dr. Boggs expressed the prayer that 
Dr. Richards may be given faith and 
courage to “lead our church in this day 
of need.” 

In his response, Dr. Richards said a 
responsibility had been laid on him “‘for 
which I know myself to be wholly un- 
worthy.” His prayer, he said, is that the 
church may move forward in unity of 
spirit in a great program of advance all 
across the Southland. 

Later, in an interview, Dr. Richards 
said he thought specific steps toward Pres- 
byterian union should not be taken—“at 
least for the present.’’ He said the vote 
of the presbyteries had made union a 
closed issue “in the foreseeable future.”’ 

“IT hope this Assembly will prove to 
be a rallying point for a general move 
forward. The emphasis now,” he said, 
“should be on the church’s ‘Forward with 
Christ’ program, with primary emphasis 
on church building, church extension and 
world missions.” 

Dr. Richards looks upon the condition 
of the church as healthy, “despite a vear 
of controversy on the question of union.” 

“These are days of very great oppor- 
tunity for the Christian Church,” he said, 
“in which the people of America are more 
interested in the church than ever before 
in our generation.”’ 

Dr. Boggs, the retiring Moderator, 
opened the Assembly, preaching his ser- 
mon (see page 7) to a packed church, 
with many commissioners and _ visitors 
unable to secure seats in the Grace Cov- 
enant church. (The Assembly has prob- 
ably never met in a more commodious and 
well-adapted church for its sessions.) 

Little business occupied the Assembly 
beyond the election of a Moderator in the 
first session. Routine reports were re- 
ferred to the proper committees which 
were to begin their long and tedious work 
the next morning. 


Complaint Is Made 

One lively note was introduced in the 
midst of these references when a wom- 
an’s voice was heard, making an inquiry 
of the Moderator. It was Mrs. Thomas 
H. English of the First church, Atlanta, 
Ga. She wanted to know details as to the 
time and place of meeting of the com- 





PRESBYTERIAN 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational Excellence. Member South- 
ern Association Colleges and Secondary 
Schools. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A.A. and A.S. degrees. Graduates trans- 
fer to Junior class best colleges. Pro- 
fessor each ten students. Personal at- 
tention. Scientific tests. Athletics. One 
ear and two year business courses. 
reparatory department with llth, and 
12th grades. Veterans. Moderate 
charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Sum- 
mer school begins June 6, 1955. 
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mittee on Judicial Business before which 
she was to appear with a complaint. Al- 
though non-commissioners have no right 
to the floor, she was permitted to make 
her inquiry, as she insisted that she had 
come to the meeting for a single purpose. 
Finally she was asked to come to the 
Moderator’s desk for information, which 
she did immediately. When she was 
told of the meetings the next morning she 
said, with some defiance, that she wanted 
the problem brought out before the whole 
Assembly because she thought it ought 
to be “honest and above board.” The 
Moderator said the proceedings would be 
honest but the regulations called for 
them to be transacted in committee. When 
she insisted on her point she was ruled 
out of order and the floor was denied her. 

It is understood that this case is one 
of several years’ standing, coming from 
the complainant’s attacks upon the former 
Federal Council of Churches and church 
officials, with the usual charges made 
upon these agencies by some groups. 
When Mrs. English was removed as a 
circle leader by the Session of the First 
Church, Atlanta, she carried her com- 
plaint to presbytery, then to the Synod 
of Georgia, losing in both instances. Fi- 
nally she took to the Assembly. 


Clerks Named 

Archie C. Smith was presented to the 
Assembly as the new assistant to the 
Stated Clerk, E. C. Scott. Temporary 
clerks nominated by Dr. Scott were elect- 
ed: Sam _ Riccobene, Shawnee, Okla.; 
Turney B. Roddy, Memphis, Tenn.; and 
Stewart H. Long, Tampa, Fla. 

Frederick H. Olert, Second church pas- 
tor of Richmond, serving as general chair- 
of the Richmond committee entertaining 
the Assembly, introduced the mayor, 
Thomas P. Bryan, who brought greetings. 
Dr. Olert outlined features of the meet- 
ing. Many commissioners were housed 
at Union Seminary and the Assembly’s 
Training School in addition to hotels 
and private homes. All meals were served 
at Grace Covenant church. 

Dr. Boggs made a report of his work 
during the year. His correspondence for 
the vear will be filed with the Historical 
Foundation at Montreat, N. C.—includ- 
ing, he said, “those communications 
which the Moderator thought should not 


Peace (College 


Owned by the Presbyterians of 

North Carolina 
A Junior College combined with the last 
two years of preparatory school for 
girls who wish to complete high school 
work in a college atmosphere. Accred- 
ited. Transfer or terminal programs 
offered in: 

LIBERAL ARTS HOME ECONOMICS 
SECRETARIAL PRE-NURSING 
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write: 








WILLIAM C. PRESSLY, President 
Raleigh, N. C. : 








be answered because of the nature of 
them.” 

He said it had not been “‘an easy un- 
dertaking ‘to serve . . . in a year during 
which decisions were being made on high- 
ly controversial issues.”’ He said he had 
done everything in his power to further 
the objectives set forth in the Forward 
With Christ program approved by the 
1954 Assembly. Further, he said, he 
“felt a moral obligation to advocate the 
actions of the 1954 Assembly and (he) 
did the best he could to give a proper 
accounting of his stewardship. 

As he has travelled throughout the 
South during the year, he said, he had 
“had impressed upon his mind anew the 
radical changes which are currently tak- 
ing place. He also has had deepened the 
convictions that the church should be 
diligently exercising her function in see- 
ing that the changes which are being made 
bear the impress of Christ. Faith, zeal 
and courage are demanded of her at this 
hour if she is going to leave to the on- 
coming generation that precious heritage 
of truth which she has from him whose 
we are and whom we seek to serve.” 


FRIDAY AFTERNOON 

Albert C. Winn, Stillman College pro- 
fessor, led the Assembly in worship. 

The committee on Judicial Business 
requested that two commissions be ap- 
pointed to hear complaints. One of these 
has almost become an annual affair, with 
J. W. Marshall of Florida protesting the 
presentation of reports on the floor of 
synod by women of the church. Techni- 
cal details almost invariably complicate 
the objections and the Assembly has for 
a number of years been faced with appeals 
or complaints related to this issue. One 
Florida presbytery this year asks for an 
Assembly statement on the question of 
women presenting these reports. The 
presbytery expresses the hope that such 
a statement will relieve the Assembly and 
lower courts of involvement in these an- 
nual debates. 

The other commission was named to 
hear the complaint of Mrs. English (see 
column 1). 

J. E. Patrick of Decatur, Ga., pre- 
sented a resolution calling for Assembly 
appropriations to supplement present 
support of theological seminaries by the 
synods. It was referred to the committee 
on Christian Education. 

An interesting program boosted The 
Presbyterian Survey, the official monthly 
publication of the Assembly. J. K. Rob- 
erts, Danville, Va., reported as chairman 
of the Survey committee. He said that 
100 churches have adopted the every- 
home plan and that extensive improve- 
ments are underway and planned. He 
introduced Wm. Thompson, the editor; 
Frances Smith, associate; and Ted Pratt, 
promotion manager. Mr. Pratt told of 
plans being followed to increase the cir- 
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culation and wider use of the publication 
and asked the full cooperation of the 
church in its work. 


Hymnal in October 

Cameron D. Deans reported for the 
Pan-Presbyterian hymnal committee, in- 
dicating that the new joint hymnal] spon- 
sored by five Presbyterian bodies will be 
published next Oct. 17. The report de- 
scribes the wide diversity of helps which 
the book will offer. Except in some of the 
more familiar passages, the Revised 
Standard Version will be followed in re- 
sponsive readings. Ministers in the re- 
spective denominations were polled before 
this decision was reached. The commit- 
tee was dismissed with the thanks of the 
Assembly. 

Other routine reports followed—com- 
mittees were continued for studies of a 
chapter on Christian Education in the 
Directory for Worship, for Marriage, Di- 
vorce and Re-Marriage, and for Chris- 
tianity and Health (OuTLOoK, Apr. 18). 

In connection with the latter, H. Kerr 
Taylor offered an amendment, which was 
accepted, pointing to a distinction be- 
tween claims that people make that they 
“attain peace of mind by faith which is 
entirely un-Christian” and true peace of 
mind. 

The Moderator requested Dr. Bell to 
preside for the remainder of the after- 
noon. Dr. Bell expressed his personal 
pleasure that Dr. Richards had been 
chosen as Moderator. 

The worship was led by Arthur F. 
Fogartie, Jonesboro, Ark., with a prayer 
of thanksgiving offered for the service 
of ministers who died during the past 
year. 

With the Assembly running well ahead 
of schedule, it was ready to consider re- 
ports but committees were not ready. 


FRIDAY EVENING 


Christian education was the feature 
emphasis of the evening program, with 
Marshall C. Dendy, executive secretary, 
outlining the vast responsibilities of the 
board against a pictorial background and 
setting designed by Clinton Harris. He 
outlined the Forward With Christ objec- 
tives in Christian education as follows: 
(1) 600 candidates for church vocations; 
(2) 600 candidates for the ministry; (3) 
a net increase of 150,000 enrolled in Sun- 
day schools; (4) more Presbyterian stu- 
dents in Presbyterian colleges; (5) em- 
phasis on Christian family life. 


Lacy Talk 


President Ben R. Lacy of Union Sem- 
inary (Va.) was the speaker for the em- 
phasis on higher education. Next year 
major efforts will be made to strengthen 
the higher education program of the 
church and Dr. Lacy’s address served as 
a keynote for this campaign. He called 
for intensified efforts in higher education 
and for greater support. 


JUNE 13, 1955 


In a moving appeal, he recognized the 
result of the recent vote on Presbyterian 
union. Without reference to his own 
support of union, he said: 

“By our vote we have said that we choose 
to remain a sectional church. That means 
that we also assume the responsibility for 
evangelizing the South, for educating the 
sons and daughters of our church and of 
our sister communions, and for maintain- 
ing our Presbyterian heritage of leader- 
ship in education. From Baltimore to the 
Rio Grande . . . this is our task.” 

He also paid his respects to a recent 
appeal sent throughout the U. S. church 
seeking to win support for a fundamen- 
talist, Bible-school type institution by 
undermining some of the Presbyterian 
colleges as being unsound in faith and 
teaching. Dr. Lacy did not identify the 
institution but commissioners have made 
available similar letters on behalf of an 
independent Bristol school. Dr. Lacy 
said these charges reflected adversely on 
Montreat College, Lees-McRae and King 
College. He called for bearers of such 
charges to “stop sniping” at the leader- 
ship of these institutions. ‘He said if 
they did not trust the administration of 
colleges and seminaries they should “get 
rid of them.” 


SATURDAY AFTERNOON 


Following another full morning of 
committee work (all commissioners serve 
on a standing committee), the Assembly 
was led in its worship by L. W. Bottoms, 
Atlanta, Ga., associate director of Negro 
work. R. Matthew Lynn presided as 
Moderator during the early afternoon. 

Spirited competition developed for the 
1956 Assembly meeting, with well- 
planned bids from Bristol, Tenn.-Va., 
and Staunton, Va. The former had ex- 
tended its invitation for several years and 
sought to combine the observance with a 
centennial celebration. Staunton, Va., 
supporters urged participation in the cen- 
tennial observing the 100th anniversay 
of the birth of Woodrow Wilson. 

Montgomery Presbytery (Va.) over- 
tured the Assembly to join in the 1956 
celebration in Philadelphia, marking the 
150th anniversay of the founding of the 
first American presbytery. There was no 
serious effort however on behalf of Phil- 
adelphia and no specific invitation. 


To Montreat, 1956 


The customary invitation to Montreat, 
N. C., (the summer conference center of 
the church) was extended by J. Rupert 
McGregor. This was not considered as a 
serious contender until Samuel E. Howie, 
Fayetteville, N. C., pastor, spoke. Dr. 
Howie said what commissioners have long 
recognized, that the best place for an As- 
sembly meeting, assuring the best concen- 
tration of effort, the most efficient trans- 
action of business and the least concern 
about entertainment, is at Montreat. He 
said only two or three churches in the 
Assembly could rival the facilities offered 


by Grace Covenant, host for the 1955 
meeting, but despite the provisions offered 
by a church, the necessary work can be 
done at Montreat better than anywhere 
else. 

In the final vote, Montreat defeated 
Bristol 220-173. 

Richard R. Potter, Staunton pastor, 
then repeated his request that the Assem- 
bly make appropriate plans to include 
some fitting recognition of the Woodrow 
Wilson centennial. 

Greetings were sent to Trinity church, 
Atlanta, Ga., just dedicating its complete 
plant, only six years after organization 
of a church which now has more than 
1,000 members. 

George E. Goodwin was spokesman for 
an Atlanta effort observed for several 
offices and agencies in the developing 
years, seeking to concentrate all Assembly 
Presbyterian center in that city. Mr. 
Goodwin carried forward a movement 
begun earlier by Chas. J. Currie, now 
executive of Annuities and Relief. His 
resolution asked that all agencies be re- 
quested to stop any proposed building of 
facilities pending a thorough survey of 
the possibilities of moving all agencies to 
Atlanta. This was referred to the stand- 
ing committee on the General Council 
where early reports indicated that it met 
considerable opposition. 


Montreat College 

A major report on Montreat College 
(OuTLOOK, June 6) was presented by 
Donald C. Agnew of Atlanta. This re- 
port traced the involved relationship of 
the college and the church since 1914. It 
recommended that the high school de- 
partment be discontinued. It saw no 
justification for the “excessive expense” 
of a four-year college “for which no ap- 
parent resources are available.” Mon- 
treat College, it said, must fill some 
unique function if it is to serve the whole 
church. It was recommended that a 
junior college be maintained there as a 
branch of the Assembly’s Training School 
in Richmond, training people for church 
vocations. 

When this long report was concluded, 
Dr. McGregor moved to substitute a re- 
port of the Montreat College trustees 
asking: (1) “That the college be freed 
from the pressures and uncertainties 
which continued investigation create”; 
(2) That the trustees be given full re- 
sponsibility for the college; (3) That the 
Assembly appropriate $50,000 a year for 
five years for the college. 

These reports were referred immediate- 
ly (227-112) to the standing committee 
on Christian education for later report 
to the Assembly. Montreat officials were 
observed to be in opposition to this ref- 
erence. 

Saturday evening’s program concerned 
the program of women’s work, with Dr. 
Janie W. McGaughey, board secretary, 
making the address. 








Preachers Blamed for 
Desegregation Stand 


Ministers were given the blame—or the 
credit—for the greatest difficulties faced 
by those who seek to preserve segregated 
schools in a recent speech by a Presby- 
terian elder. 

Robert B. Crawford of Farmville, Va., 
told a Charlottesville audience, ‘The 
worst obstacle we face in the fight to 
preserve segregated schools in the South 
is the white preacher.” 

Mr. Crawford is state president of the 
Defenders of State Sovereignty and Indi- 
vidual Liberties which he helped organ- 
ize earlier this year. He told the Char- 
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lottesville chapter of that organization: 

“The patriots of Reconstruction had 
the preachers praying for them instead of 
working against them.” 

In his talk he made a plea against 
bloodshed in the fight to oppose integra- 
tion in the schools. 

“Nothing could hurt our cause more,”’ 
he said. ‘This must not develop as a 
clash between the white man and the 
Negro. We would be jumping on the 
wrong man if we did.” He placed the 
blame for the Supreme Court’s decision 
on “international Socialists and Com- 
munists.” 

The meeting he addressed adopted a res- 
olution opposing local option in dealing 
with the question and asking for state 
action in depriving schools of all tax 
funds if white and Negro children are 
integrated. 

The resolution said the Supreme Court 
decision can be defeated “by the power of 
the people over the public purse and their 
power to deprive integrated schools of the 
tax money necessary to their support.” 

Mr. Crawford said it is better “for our 
schools to go on the rocks” than to be 
integrated. 

Next day Prince Edward County au- 
thorities (the Farmville area) took steps 
to eliminate the funds required for the 
public schools during the coming year 
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even though they were assured that the 
recent ruling of the Supreme Court would 
not prohibit segregated schools at least 
for another year. 

Mr. Crawford was named a commis- 
sioner to the Presbyterian General As- 
sembly this year but he did not attend 
in that capacity. He is in the dry clean- 
ing business in Farmville. Last year he 
wrote one of the state papers commending 
“to all parents the idea of investigating 
very closely what their children are be- 
ing taught in church (Sunday) schools.” 
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WISH TO SUPPLY 

Near Philadelphia, NYC or Boston, 4 Aug. 
Sundays. R. W. Gray, Box 324, Mullins, 
s. C. 

Lake George, N. Y., area, Glen Falls or 
Schenectady. Aug. Sundays. Orville L. 
Shick, Hancock, Md. 

Colorado Springs-Estes Park, July 31- 
Aug. 7, G. T. Lyon, Jr., Box 147, Port Aran- 
sas, Texas. 

Durham, Raleigh, N. C., or vicinity. Aug. 
or Sept. Sundays. Milton P. Brown, Jr., 
207 N. 2nd St., Bardstown, Ky. 


Columbia Commencement 


Leighton F. S. Ford, Chatham, On- 
tario, received the Wilds Book Prize at 
Columbia Seminary (Ga.) for the high- 
est academic average in the Senior Class 
at the recent commencement exercises. 
There were 43 graduates. 

Fellowships were announced for: Ben- 
jamin C. Milner, Jr., (Bryan), and Wm. 
C. Robinson, Jr., Bristol, Tenn., of the 
class of 1949 (Bryan); Alumni Fellow- 
ships to L. F. S. Ford of Canada; Clive 
F. Jacks, Jr., Decatur, Ga.; Robt. I. 
Doom, Huntsville, Ala., all seniors, and 
to Laurence B. Robinson, Laurens, S. C., 
of the Class of 1951. 


Graham Article 


Christianity and Crisis* has rendered 
an important service in providing an ar- 
ticle by Frank P. Graham on “The Need 
for Wisdom—Two Suggestions for Car- 
rying Out the Supreme Court’s Decision 
Against Segregation.” The article ap- 
peared first in the Virginia Quarterly 
Review. 
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THE MODERATORS SPEAK 


The Commendation of Gods Love 


“But God commendeth his love toward 
us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us.”—Romans 5:8. 


HIS text takes us at once into the 
very heart of the Christian message 
of salvation. It shows us that Christ is 
the only answer to human needs, and that 
God is eager to meet them. We must un- 
derstand Paul’s presupposition that who- 
ever truly looks upon Calvary will see 
God in Christ reconciling the world unto 
himself. It was the Christ of Calvary 
who said, ‘‘He that hath seen me, hath 
seen the Father.” Thus the drama of the 
crucifixion becomes the supreme com- 
mendation of God’s redeeming love. 
This text tells us that the Cross of 
Christ is the focal point of the divine 
revelation. It is not only the sign and 
symbol of a Brother’s sacrifice, but also 
of the Father’s love. Jesus Christ was 
and is the very fullness of the glory of 
God and the express image of his person. 
Viewed in this light the Cross becomes 
the commendation of God’s love. The 
Cross becomes meaningful only when it is 
the symbol of the sacrifice which God 
made for us in giving his only begotten 
Son for our redemption. .. . 


I. There is need today that the love 
of God be commended. Some attributes 
of God need no such commendation. Some 
of God’s attributes are so obvious as to be 
self-evident. Such, for example, is his 
power. One who believes in God at all 
sees evidences of his power on every hand. 
The mighty forces of God about us on 
land, on the sea, and in the sky, become 
at times overwhelming. We do not need 
the Cross to prove God’s power. 

Neither is it necessary that God’s wis- 
dom should be proved to us. “Day unto 
day uttereth speech and night unto night 
showeth knowledge.” Even our bodies, 
so fearfully and wonderfully made, and 
our minds, so swift and incomprehensible 
in their workings, and nature, with her 
infinite variety blended in perfect har- 
monies, speak to every thinking mind of 
the wisdom of God. Hence, this wisdom 
needs no formal proof. 


Now, there are some today who think 
of the love of God also in some such 
fashion. There are multitudes who vague- 
ly conceive of the fact that God is love, 
but who have never thought of the fact 
that God’s love needs proof. The Bible 
does not expect any such shallow opti- 
mism as this. From the Bible viewpoint, 
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JUNE 13, 1955 


By WADE H. BOGGS 


the love of God is not self-evident. It is 
not stamped upon creation like his wis- 
dom and his power. On the other hand, 
it is a fact confronting many contradic- 
tory facts. Consequently, if I am to 
believe in the love of God in the face 
of these contrary facts, I must have an 
unanswerable argument which 
whelms them. 

Let me mention some of these facts 
which militate against an easy belief in 
the love of God. Wherever one looks in 
nature he observes tremendous struggles 
for existence going on. Man is fighting 
with his fellowman. The beast of the 
field is having a fight for his existence. 
So are the birds of the air, and the fish of 
the sea. The seeing eye beholds the 
world a veritable battlefield. This fight 
is for the right to live, and for room in 
which to live, and for food upon which to 
live. When one sees such constant strug- 
gle for existence abroad in the world, is 
it possible to believe in the love of God? 
In the absence of a conclusive argument 
that God is love, in the light of these 
observable facts, can one consistently hold 
to the belief that God is love? Paul says, 
“All nature is groaning and travailing 
in pain together until now,” and surely 
the seeing eye and the understanding 
mind sees in this a fact militating against 
belief in God’s love. The hearing of 
these groans in man and in nature calls 
loudly for a convincing argument that 
God is love. 

Or think again of the fact of human 
pain, sorrow, and suffering. How often 
does the human heart cry out in the face 
of these facts of universal experience. 
“Why, why, why?” Can God really be 
love and seemingly never lift a finger to 
ease the pain, or soothe the suffering and 
heartache of those near and dear to us? 
I am sure each of us here today has 
thought of that. Then, why not confess 
it as a real problem of life? I say that 
it is the presence in life of such facts 
as these that demand an unanswerable 
argument for the love of God. The Cross 
of Calvary brings us this unanswerable 
proof of God’s love. In this cross, “God 
commendeth his own love to us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us.”” Here is God’s triumphant argu- 
ment for his own love. 

Marshall all the warfare in nature and 
all of the arguments from human ex- 
perience, and then read the story of the 
atoning death of Christ upon Calvary’s 
cross, and all of these arguments are over- 
borne. Nothing but the matchless love 
of God can possibly explain adequately 


over- 


the Cross of Christ. I do not wish to say 
that all difficulties immediately vanish. 
I do net say that all problems of pain 
and suffering are immediately solved. 
Doubtless much that has been dark to us 
in the past will continue dark. But, if 
we catch the radiant glow from the cross 
of Christ as commending God’s love, we 
can bow our heads and say, “Now we 
know in part, and with patience wait 
for the morning to be satisfied.” For the 
one who assumes such an attitude, surely 
in a far richer way than we realize, “there 
is a new day dawning.” 


Convincing Language 

Let me emphasize further that in this 
proof of God’s love we have a fact, and 
not simply a theory. Love is proved by 
deeds. The strongest protestation con- 
ceivable may be but empty words. The 
convincing argument for love is service 
and sacrifice. In such language the Cross 
speaks to us clearly. 

I am painfully aware that the struggle 
in nature and the suffering in human ex- 
perience are dark facts of life, and that 
these facts must be met and overborne by 
a greater fact, if we can with reason hold 
to the belief that God is love. In the 
Cross of Christ God presents to the world 
once forever the fact of his sacrificial 
love. This sacrificial fact was presented 
through symbols, prophetic sacrifices, and 
prophetic utterances in the Old Testa- 
ment; but in the New Testament God is 
speaking to us not by symbols, prophetic 
sacrifices, and prophetic utterances, but 
in the atoning death of his only begotten 
Son on the cross. Here is the matchless 
and irresistible fact in the presence of 
which every opposing argument is si- 
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lenced. I can hear God say today in the 
Cross of Christ, ‘Come now and let us 
reason together. Do not I love thee?” 
Surely in the presence of this unanswer- 
able argument, we must confess that God 
is love. 


This commendation of God’s love is 
a perpetually present fact. Every time 
one beholds the Cross of Christ by faith, 
he sees the present commendation of 
God’s love to us. It is an argument that 
is as convincing to the eye of faith today 
as it was nineteen hundred years ago. It 
is a timeless and a deathless argument. 
Theories may come and go. Knowledge 
may deepen and widen, but here stands 
the Cross of Christ as the everlasting 
commendation of the love of God. I say 
then today to everyone, young and old, 
doubting and faithful, sorrowing and re- 
joicing, ““God commendeth his own love 
to us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us.” 


Four Qualities 

II. Now, let me ask what is the nature 
of the love commended here? ‘There are 
many kinds of love spoken of in the Bible. 
There are many kinds of love known in 
human experience. ‘There is a love that 
ennobles and glorifies life. On the other 
hand, there is a love that drags down to 
the very gate of hell. What kind of love 
then is God commending to us in this 
cross? 

(1) It is a sacrificial love. I know of 
no greater test of love than the sacrificial 
test. We measure love by its sacrifices. 
Look at parents in the light of this state- 
ment as they deal with their children. 
Parents sacrifice ease, comfort and sleep 
in their attempt to ease the pain of the 
baby, the object of their love. Think of 
the patriot and his country. One’s real 
patriotism is measured not by his Fourth- 
of-July demonstrations, but by what he 
does and suffers for his country in a time 
of national crisis. 

In the light of these statements then, 
look at the Lord Jesus Christ, crucified 
for sin, and catch a glimpse of the great- 
ness of God’s sacrificial love. Look 
at the three crosses yonder upon Calvary. 
Who is the one hanging on the central 
cross with the pierced hands and feet and 
side? Who is it wearing the crown of 
thorns? Who is it that is being mocked? 
Who is it that cries out of the darkness, 
“My God, my God, why hast thou for- 
saken me?” It is none other than the 
only Begotten Son of God. Here is a 
love that far surpasses that of the patriot 
for his country, or of human parents for 
their child. Here is a love that when we 
begin to view its heights and depths, and 
its length and breadth, we cry out of our 
inability to comprehend it with Paul, “It 
passeth knowledge.” It is a sacrificial 
love. 

(2) It is a causeless love. The love 
of which God speaks in the Cross of 
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Calvary does not spring from anything 
that he sees lovable in us. There may be 
hearts that are loveless. There may be 
souls that are all but dead, whose affec- 
tions have been slain. But there is not 
one heart that has never loved. There 
was a time when the soul of everyone here 
was verily knit to the soul of some other. 
I thank God that there are many here 
today whose souls are now knit to others. 
Trace that love to its source. Whence 
came it? What drew it out? Was it 
simply the natural cutflowing of your 
heart, regardless of the qualities in the 
character of the person loved? Nay, 
verily. It was because of some excellence 
or some charm that presented an irresis- 
tible appeal to you. You loved because 
you found the object worthy and lovely. 
Now, I submit to you today that just here 
is what separates the love of God ex- 
hibited in the cross of Calvary from our 
love as wide as the poles. God loves me, 
not because he sees anything lovable, and 
he loved me while I was yet a sinner, in 
rebellion against him. While I was still 
fighting against him, he loved me; and 
my love for him now is due entirely to 
the fact that he first loved me. His love 
for you and for me, therefore, is a cause- 
less love. It is wonderful. It indeed 
passeth understanding. 

(3) It is a righteous love. The love of 
God is perfect in righteousness. Some of 
the saddest tragedies of life spring from 
the weakness of love. Love is the mother 
of tenderness, and tenderness naturally 
shrinks from sterness. We have all 
known instances where love was the min- 
ister to ruin because of the lack of firm- 
ness. We have known of mothers and 
fathers, for example, who love their child 
most devotedly, and yet, because they 
could not be firm under those circum- 
stances which called for firmness, their 
love but hastened the child on the road 
to ruin. Such weakness inevitably tarn- 
ishes the thought of love in the mind of 
a child. Because of this softness, many 
a child has been allowed to grow to man- 
hood and womanhood without having a 
righteous hatred of what is wrong, and 
a passionate devotion to what is right. 

Consequently, if you were to wipe out 
of the page of sacred story the account of 
the atoning death of Christ on the cross, 
you would take this tragedy of weakness 
into heaven itself. If you remove the pic- 
ture of the cross, I find nothing left that 
so perfectly ennobles the fatherhood of 
xod. I have sinned and I know it. I 
have sinned and my sin deserves punish- 
ment and death. Shall my sin, through 
weakness, go unpunished? Shall I be 
allowed the thought of a soft, namby- 
pamby attitude of goodness, and never a 
word of rebuke warning, or chastisement ? 
God’s love as presented in the Cross of 
Christ is a perfect love, a love that is burn- 
ing with divine hatred against sin and 
wrong. What a horrible death his was! 
Yet its horrors do not surpass the horrors 


and heinousness of sin. Sin must be pun- 
ished, and the Cross of Christ is God’s 
punishment of sin, even unto the death 
of his only Begotten Son. That awful 
sight of him in his sacrificial, atoning 
death assures me of the perfect righteous- 
ness of God. At the same time it is g 
perfect picture of his love that stops at no 
sacrifice to make it known. I see in it 
God’s eternal enmity against sin, and his 
determination to allow nothing to cause 
him to stop short of making it possible for 
whomsoever will to come to him and be 
saved. I can rejoice in such a concep- 
tion of the eternal righteousness of a lov- 
ing Heavenly Father who thus has made 
it possible for me to escape his just con- 
demnation of my sin, and to walk in 
newness of life in that heavenly fellow- 
ship. 

(4) It is a universal love. This con- 
mendation of God’s love is of course 
without limitation such as we are tempted 
to make in evaluating it. When God had 
made this final commendation of his love, 
he invited all to share its blessing saying, 
‘Whosoever will may come.” This love 
bridges all of the man-made devices 
which divide the human family into races, 
classes, or nations. Every person is on 
equal footing before God, and can share 
equally in the benefits its provides. 


The Only Answer 


III. This love actually works success- 
fully, and is the only answer to the deep- 
est human needs. 


(1) It is the only remedy for a sense 
of guilt. Guilt is the seat of many human 
ills—spiritual, mental, and_ physical. 
Many disorders of the body, mind, and 
soul find the only cure in the acceptance 
of the redeeming, forgiving love of God 
exhibited in Christ crucified for sin. 

(2) This love is an unfailing bulwark 
in times of testing and trouble. Only he 
who has accepted the love commended in 
the Cross of Calvary can know that “all 
things work together for good to them who 
love God.” They only can have an in- 
telligent conviction that nothing can sep- 
arate them from the love of God. This 
concept is an unfailing source of strength 
in times of need! 


(3) This love is the only answer to 
the many problems of human relation- 
ship. This love is the framework within 
which the human family can be molded 
into a unity. As we survey this won- 
drous Cross on which the Prince of Glory 
died, we realize that God is our Father, 
Christ is our Elder Brother and Savior, 
and that in him we are brothers, regard- 
less of races and classes. 

Let us take our stand anew in the 
radiant light of this supreme commenda- 
tion of God’s love, and abide there until 
we are transformed by it. Then let us 
go out into this old sin-cursed world to 
apply this only remedy in his name and 
by his grace. 
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Footnote to Romans 8:1-17 


GOD IN MAN 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


c¢PPVHERE is something divine in 

man.” Is that sentence true? A 
Christian who takes his lead from the 
Bible will have to say that it is; but that 
its truth can be and often is misunder- 
stood. 

It is quite clear that Paul definitely 
means by ‘Holy Spirit” nothing less than 
God himself, personal and active in the 
lives of men. The Holy Spirit of New 
Testament thought and experience is not 
a mere influence, not a radiation from 
God, not God-at-lowest-terms, not a dilu- 
tion of deity. You cannot come any near- 
er to God than you can come to the Holy 
Spirit. You cannot have any more of 
God than you can have of the Holy Spirit. 
It would indicate a serious misunder- 
standing if one should pray: “O God, 
You have sent me Your Holy Spirit, now 
I want You!’”’ God would have to reply, 
“My child, you already have Me.” 

Paul makes it quite clear that God 
does live in some persons. Lives—that 
is an important point. Paul speaks of 
the Holy Spirit “dwelling” in the Chris- 
tian. He uses this word both of sin 
(Rom. 7:17) and of God (I Tim. 6:16); 
the only place where he speaks of human 
beings ‘‘dwelling’” is in I Cor. 7 where 
he is writing of husband and wife. It is 
a word which suggests both intimacy and 
permanence. God does not come as a 
lightning flash; he comes as a guest. A 
man’s experience with the Spirit ought 
not to be a momentary point of ecstasy 
but a continuing companionship. God is 
in man, he stays in man: that is the right 
Christian expectation. 

But this can be misunderstood. That 
sentence, “There is something divine in 
man,” can be used in at least four wrong 
ways. (1) It is not true to say that 
man himself is divine. There are per- 
sons who say they have no difficulty in 
believing in the divinity of Christ, be- 
cause he was a man and all men are 
divine. On the contrary, the Bible no- 
where from beginning to end suggests 
that any man is divine. Paul is most 
emphatic in contrasting “flesh”—.e., 
man-by-himself—and Spirit. In the 
Bible the few who thought of themselves 
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absorbed into God somehow. 
one Christian church which believes this, 
but it is hard put to it for any Scripture 
to support the idea. 


as divine are marked for special condem- 
nation. There is no sin worse than mis- 
taking oneself for God. 


(2) It is not true to say that God is 


all, that is to say, all there is that is 
real. 
God. Idols, for instance, are real enough, 
but they are real things, they are not real 
gods. 
“cells of God” as a contemporary panthe- 
ist likes to say. 
are no souls, there are no spirits, there 
is only one soul and one spirit and that 
is Ged.” 
is the only reality, then of course we 
would be parts or aspects of God; but 
then (so far as they are real) so would 
sticks and stones, bees and butierflies. 
No, the butterfly and the boulder and you 
are all real, but none of you is God. 


For there is reality which is not 


It is not true to think that we are 


It is not true that ‘“‘there 


If you could believe that God 


(3) It is not true to hope that man can 
become God, that eventually he can be 
There is 


The great majority 
of Christian churches, Catholic and Prot- 
estant, including our own, find in the 
New Testament not only no notion that 
man is now a God, but also no reason to 
expect that he will ever cease to be man. 
Man is and will be in the image of God; 
he will be changed in that image “from 
glory to glory.” “It does not appear what 
we shall be’”’ in the eternities; but it does 
not appear that we shall ever cease to be 
God’s children. 

(4) It is not true that God is in all 
persons equally. Theologians debate 
whether God can be said to be in some 
men at all. Certainly there is much in 
the Bible about the godless man. This 
is not to say that all the godless are 
abandoned and hopeless. It is possible 


to believe that God never gives a man up, 
but pursues him to the last possible hour; 
but the divine Spirit never comes into 
a man until the man himself opens the 
door. 


EVERTHELESS the Spirit of God 

does dwell with men and in them. 
This is not so obvious that we do not 
need to be told of it, otherwise Paul would 
not insist on it as he does. This is no 
passive indwelling, as a jewel might rest 
in a bank vault for years. We do not 
have a do-nothing God. 

Paul speaks of at least four things the 
Spirit-God will do with and for those in 
whom he is at home. First of all, he is 
the life-giver. If there is in the Christian 
any sensitiveness, any response to what 
is good and God-like; if the Christian is 
“alive unto righteousness,” he has the 
indwelling Spirit to thank for this. 

Second, the Holy Spirit harmonizes 
the human spirit with the divine. If we 
are “in tune with the infinite” it is the 
Holy Spirit that creates the harmony of 
re-creating us. 

Third, the Spirit gives the Christian 
his guidance. It is a tremendous thought, 
so tremendous that it scares away many 
non-religious people, that the same Wis- 
dom that brought into being this vast uni- 
verse is available for the humblest of 
men. (Shall we say, only for the hum- 
blest of men?) The same God who made 
me knows best what I ought to be doing. 

Fourth, the Spirit gives assurance .. . 
the only assurance we have, in fact, of 
God’s love for us as his children. It is 
a bit silly to go looking around for some 
one to stand sponsor for God. The Most 
High needs no guarantors. Better than 
any assurance from minister, church or 
friend, is the inner Voice, saying, ‘You 
are a child of God!” 

Yes, God is in man, at least he is in 
the Christian. If this were not so, we 
should have neither life nor peace nor 
leading nor assurance; we should be for- 
lorn in a desert world. 
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Son to Succeed 
Father at Tex-Mex 

S. Brooks McLane, Jr., son of the re- 
tiring president of Texas-Mexican In- 
dustrial Institute of Kingsville, Texas, 
has been asked to succeed his father. The 
appointment is temporary, pending action 
by the Synod of Texas on an overall re- 
organization and expansion of its educa- 
tional institutions. 

Mr. McLane has been teaching at Tex- 
Mex, serving as principal and more re- 
cently as assistant to the president. 


Rolston Selected for 


Holland Experience 

Holmes Rolston, 3d, Richmond, Va., 
has been chosen for an expenses-paid two- 
months “Community Ambassador” trip 
to Europe this summer. Rolston, who 
just completed his second year at Union 
Seminary, will go to Holland, living in 
the home where there is a young man of 
the same age. They will help with 
chores, with assigned work to do, and 
later will take a three-weeks bicycle or 
bus trip together. 

Approximately 50 young people from 
over the United States will make similar 
trips. Money for the program is con- 
tributed by civic clubs and organizations. 


Low-Cost Housing 
Offered at Mo-Ranch 


A development program at Mo-Ranch, 
Hunt, Texas, conference center for the 
synod, is offering 60 x 100-foot (mini- 
mum) building lots at approximately 
$400 for a 50-year lease. When build- 
ing opportunities are taken up by 50 or 
more families, churches or class-groups, 
Mo-Ranch officials will bring in water, 
sewer and electric lines. 

In the effort to encourage low-cost 
building, only restrictions require con- 
crete floors, fire-resistant roofs and mini- 


-mum sanitary facilities. 


In addition to conference attractions, 
the board is stressing retirement possibili- 
ties in such a building program. 


CHURCH FURNISHINGS 


New catalog available illustrat 
Tale Meike lalilalc Mab ciela-t Me Sielial-re 
glass @ vestments @ genuine 
ol-TICM Molial-laidallladaMadehar: 


studios of 
() 2@) XC) a eB an 


15 PRINCE ST. PATERSON 6, N. J 





THD PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 








A 


woul 
of sl 
ridge 
His « 
fusio 
and | 
shade 
plant 
ago. 

to si 
inati! 
alone 
of th 
fire 1 
mind 
for 1 
away 


hope 


‘i- 











“THIS IS WESTMINSTER’ 


VISITOR approaching the West- 

minster campus on a May day 
would see before him a broad expanse 
of sloping lawn extending to a hilltop 
ridge studded with massive buildings. 
His eye would first be struck by the pro- 
fusion of foliage and of flowering plants 
and bushes, by the quiet beauty of lawns 
shaded by tall trees, some of which were 
planted by students almost eighty years 
ago. His attention would then be drawn 
to six stately Corinthian pillars dom- 
inating the crest of the hill. Standing 
alone, these columns are all that remain 
of the first college building consumed by 
fire more than forty years ago, mute re- 
minders of the truth that what is made 
for utility by the hand of man passes 
away, but beauty and inspiration and 
hope live on. 


Entering the driveway by the north 
gate the visitor would see before him 
the Reeves Library, newest of the campus 
structures, constructed to mark the cen- 
tennial of the College in 1951. The 
building is mainly the product of the giv- 
ing of the alumni and is named after 
Jeremiah Bascom Reeves, for more than 
thirty years a beloved professor of Eng- 
lish at Westminster. The library houses 
a working collection of 40,000 volumes, 
two incunabula and other rare books 
and the original typescript notes of Win- 
ston Churchill’s historic Iron Curtain 
address. 


The first building on the ridge, which 
now houses the “Highlanders,” is Re- 
Union Hall, commemorating the joining 
of the northern and southern Presbyterian 
Churches in sponsorship of the College 
in 1903. Next is Washington West 
House, residence of the College president, 
built largely by student labor nearly 
forty-five years ago. In the center of the 
ridge stands the gymnasium, with quar- 
ters for the ROTC program and swim- 
ming pool in the basement, and on the 
exterior wall by the doorway a bronze 
tablet indicating that in this building 
Mr. Churchill in March 1946 spoke the 
words that shook the world. 


Directly across from the gymnasium 
and facing it is Swope Chapel. Enter- 
ing, our visitor would find the light sub- 
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This is a reprint of one of a series of 
papers published in the interest of the 
Bequest program of Westminster College, 
Fulton, Missouri. 


dued by the memorial windows of colored 
glass. His eye would be caught by the 
pipes of the organ on either side of the 
platform and to the left he would see the 
door leading to the office of the Director 
of the Chapel. In this building students 
and faculty gather four times weekly for 
convocations and services of worship. 
Westminster is truly a Christ centered 
college. 


On the broad steps of the next build- 
ing on the row, if it were a sunny day, 
students would be seen with books under 
their arms, chatting together and waiting 
for the next class to begin. This is West- 
minster Hall, a broad edifice fronted by 
Corinthian columns. It is given over to 
classrooms, offices and physics labora- 
Beyond Westminster Hall is the 
Biology building, amply equipped for its 
purpose, whose simple lines belies the 
commodiousness and functional ade- 
quacy of its quarters. Below the curve 
in the driveway and just above the south 
gate is the Chemistry Building, oldest 
of the college structures but recently ren- 
ovated and re-equipped and made fully 
adequate for its program. 


tories. 


This is the main campus. On the far- 
ther side of the ridge lie the playing fields 


and the tennis courts. Westminster 
abandoned football twenty years ago, but 
maintains intercollegiate competition in 
five other sports. Its program is geared 
to the student of average prowess, with 
vigorous group competition in nine sports 
in which 95% of the students participate 
and a four-year physical education re- 
quirement emphasizing sports having 
recreational and carry-over values. 


As our visitor made his tour, the stu- 
dent houses would be in full view across 


the road from the main campus. There 
are eight of these, including the High- 
lander house on the campus. If he 


dropped in on any of them, he would 
be received cordially and with a feeling 
of pride. Organized as national or local 
fraternities, each of these groups has 
serious responsibilities in the manage- 
ment of its affairs and in its relation 
to the College. The fraternity system 
at Westminster is different from what it 
is ON many campuses for two reasons— 
first, because it is closely integrated with 
the College itself and second because it 
constitutes the pattern of campus life for 
all the students. Students are not obliged 
to affiliate, but any who fail to do so cut 
themselves off from participation in the 
complete program of the College. 


This is our campus. But the campus, 
of course, is not the college. A college 
is not buildings, or plant or programs. 
A college is primarily men—students, 
faculty, alumni, trustees. But the col- 
lege is more than men; it is the aggregate 
of aspirations, ideals, hopes and strivings 
of a human fellowship which extends 
back in unbroken succession through the 
decades and looks forward to a renewal 
of the ranks with each on-coming genera- 
tion. It is the intangibles which are 
paramount in the constitution of a col- 
lege. Westminster, a Christ centered col- 
lege, is a spiritual enterprise, a genera- 
tor of power and of influence and of light. 
Its campus, its classrooms, its labora- 
tories, its library, its chapel, its playing 
fields, its courses of study all serve this 
end. Its faculty is the human instru- 
ment through which the purpose of the 
College is carried forward. This is 
Westminster. 
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Two Added to Faculty 
At Union Seminary (Va.) 


Two staff appointments were announced 
at the commencement of Union Seminary 
in Virginia. 

James L. Mays, Lincolnton, N. C.,, 
pastor, has been elected to the faculty, to 
teach in the Old Testament department, 
It is expected that he will spend a year 
in additional graduate study before as- 
suming his duties. 

H. McKennie Goodpasture, Nashville, 
Tenn., a graduate this year, has succeeded 
Archie G. McKee, as assistant to the 
president. Mr. Goodpasture also was 
awarded the Monroe Wicker annual 
award for his outstanding service. 

There were 54 Seniors in the graduat- 
ing class and eight Master of Theology 
and five Doctor of Theology degrees were 
awarded. Among the special recipients 
of awards were: Alvis M. Daniel, Reids- 
ville, N. C. (McLaughlin Rural Church 
Award); Geo. H. V. Hunter, Charlotte, 
N. C., (improvement in speech). 


Radio: Point 4 and Missions 
Frontiers of Faith, the NBC television 
program (Sundays), was to feature 
“Point 4 and Missions” in the first of 
eight panel discussions in a new series 
planned for June and July. Eugene 
Carson Blake, Presbyterian, USA, Stated 
Clerk, is moderator for the program. 
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Union Theological Seminary 


27, VIRGINIA 


WELCOMES THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
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GOD AND THE NATIONS 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for June 26, 1955 
Zephaniah 3; Print vss. 1-5,14-20 


Zephaniah is one of the neglected books 
of the Bible. And yet it remains a tract 
for the times. 

We know nothing of Zephaniah him- 
self beyond what is told us in the opening 
chapter and the opening verse. The 
prophet’s genealogy is there traced back 
for four generations. This lengthy gene- 
alogy has no parallel in the case of any 
other prophet, and we can see no reason 
for it here, unless Zephaniah’s great 
grandfather, Hezekiah, was the well- 
known monarch of that name. Apparently 
then Zephaniah was himself a member of 
the royal house, a prince of the blood. 
This supposition is borne out by other 
considerations. Thus the prophet con- 
demns the members of the royal house for 
their aping of foreign manners, and for 
the high-handed wrongs practiced by 
their retainers. As Powis Smith points 
out: 

“His complaint is almost wholly against 
the privileged classes, the rich and the 
powerful; yet he does not pose as the 
spokesman of the poor, and there is lack- 
ing in his utterance that note of sympa- 
thy with their suffering which is so evi- 
dent in Amos and Micah, a lack easily 
explained if he himself were a member of 
the aristocracy, and had never felt the 
pinch of poverty.” 

Zephaniah prophesied during the early 
years of Josiah, king of Judah. The lat- 
ter father, Amon and his grandfather, 
Manasseh, had introduced the worship 
of foreign deities into Judah, along with 
many degrading supersitions (see 2 
Kings 21:1-6,19-22). According to the 
inspired historian: 

“Manasseh seduced them to do more evil 
than the nations had done whom the Lord 
destroyed before the people of Israel... . 
Moreover Manasseh shed very much inno- 
cent blood, till he had filled Jerusalem 
from one end to another” (2 Kings 
21:9,16). 

Amon continued the policies of Manas- 
seh, but after a short reign of only two 
years was killed in a palace revolt, which 
brought his young son, Josiah, aged eight, 
to the throne. The policies of Manasseh 
and Amon were continued, however, until 
Josiah was strong enough to take con- 
trol of his own administration. At that 
time the king inaugurated a thorough- 
going reform which ended a few years 
later in his tragic death in the famous 
battle of Megiddo. Zephaniah prohesied 
during the early part of Josiah’s reign. 
Along with Jeremiah, a younger contem- 
porary, he helped to prepare the way for 
Josiah’s great reformation. 

The international situation must also 
be taken into account if we are to under- 
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stand the message of Zephaniah. As 
summarized in the Abingdon Bible com- 
mentary: 

“Assyria was still the dominant world 
power, but just about Jephaniah’s time 
there began to happen a series of events 
which resulted at last in its downfall. A 
great horde of barbarians, commonly 
known as the Scythians, swept down 
from the steppes of central Asia and 
overran the civilized world to the very 
borders of Egypt, massacring, burning and 
looting as they went. Althought Zepha- 
niah never mentions them by name it is 
inconceivable that he did not know of 
this threat to civilization. It may be taken 
for granted that it had much to do with 
his assurance that the existing order was 
about to be swept away. As a matter of 
fact, these barbarians did so weaken the 
great empire that a combination of Medes 
and Babylonians was able at last to break 
the Assyrian power and to capture Nine- 
veh [its capital] in 612 B.C.” 

Zephaniah’s message delivered under 
such circumstances falls into three parts: 


I. The Threat of Judqment, 1:2-18 

Zephaniah forsees a universal judgment 
involving the destruction of all men and 
all beasts (1:2-3). It is quite plain that 
he is indulging himself here and also in 
the verses that follow in a conscious 
hyperbole. He means to say that the 
world order of his day has come under 
the divine judgment and that no one 
would escape its devastating effects. Just 
as though someone today might predict 
a third world war and the end of civiliza- 
tion. 

But the prophet is concerned chiefly 
with the judgment as it affects his own 
people and he proceeds accordingly 
(4-13) to describe the sins of Judah and 
Jerusalem, its capital, which have called 
it forth. Four pen pictures are given, 
each introduced by a recurring allusion 
to the day of doom, and each suggesting 
one reason why the blow will fall. Pic- 
tured first are the idolaters, who have 
turned back from following the Lord 
(1:4-6); then the officialdom of the day 
which apes foreign ways and seeks to 
enrich itself at the public expense (1:7- 
9); then the traders (KJv—‘‘Canaan- 
ites’), whose practices are so notorious, 
apparently that no description is re- 
quired (1:10-11); and finally those men 
who have withdrawn from any active con- 
cern for the needs of their fellows, those 
who live at ease, indifferent, unconcerned 
with what befalls them (the men who 
have settled upon their lees (1:12-13). 
Their lack of activity is due to a lack of 
faith in a God who is himself actively 
concerned in the affairs of men. Zephan- 
iah makes it clear as do the other proph- 


ets, that God’s judgment will fall not only 
upon those who are idolatrous, immoral, 
unjust, and dishonest, but also upon those 
who do nothing about such conditions. 
It recalls Jesus’s words, “As you did it 
not to one of the least of these, you did it 
not to me” (Mt. 25:45). 

In 1:14-18 Zephaniah describes the 
terrors of the “‘great day of the Lord,” 
which is so close at hand. The Day of 
the Lord was the day in which God would 
intervene in the affairs of men. Pious 
Israelites thought it would be a glorious 
day in which God would establish his 
reign among men and they would be ex- 
alted among the nations. Amos was the 
first to point out that this day of God’s 
intervention would also bring judgment 
upon unrighteous Israelites, and Zeph- 
aniah agrees. According to these two 
prophets God will manifest himself 
against sin among his own people as well 
as among the nations of the world, and 
the manifestation will take place through 
the ordinary processes of history. The 
prophet’s particular imagery is suggested 
probably by the devastating raids of the 
Scythians. If he were speaking today 
he might write with the Communists in 
mind, or with the terrors of a third world 
war, but his words would require little 
alteration. There is much that money 
can do, but in the day of God’s judg- 
ment, whether it comes to us individually 
at death, or as a nation it will profit us 
not at all. So says Zephaniah. 


ll. The Call to Repentance, 2:1-3:8 


Having finished his picture of the 
impending judgment, Zephaniah urges 
the people to repentance, if perchance they 
may escape in the day when the storm 
bursts. “Come together and hold assem- 
bly, O shameless nation, before you are 
driven away....” (2:1). Keil, the great 
German exegete, thinks that the people 
are exhorted here to come together for 
self-examination and reflection, the first 
step toward repentance. Perhaps it means 
that there must be some indication of a 
nation-wide movement toward God before 
there is any real hope for the future. But 
if the nation will not turn there is still 
hope for the individual. 

“Seek the Lord, all you humble of the 
land, who do his commands; seek right- 
eousness, seek humility; perhaps [note 
there is no promise; the prophet is think- 
ing about God’s judgment in this life, 
rather than in the life which is to come] 
perhaps you may be hidden on the day of 
the wrath of the Lord” (2:3). 


They are urged to seek God because the 
judgment which is coming is one which 
will involve the entire world order. Far 
and near, great and small, all will be in- 
volved. No political order is secure 
against God’s judgment. Only men who 
seek to do God’s will. 

In 3:1-8 the prophet turns his thought 
once more to Jerusalem. “Woe to her 
that is rebellious and defiled, the oppres- 
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ing city!’’ Rebellious because, as the 
Hebrew words suggests and as is made 
more clear in vs. 2, she will not listen 
to God’s words as given by his spokes- 
men, the prophets; defiled by the sins 
described in 1:4-13 and again in the 
present paragraph; an oppressing city, 
because the lower classes are oppressed 
and exploited by their richer and more 
powerful neighbors. ‘She listens to no 
voice,”’ the prophet continues (3:2), “she 
accepts no correction. She does not trust 
in the Lord,” that is, she does not believe 
that God governs the processes of history, 
and will help if she conducts her policies 
in accordance with his moral law, and 
therefore ‘‘she does not draw near to her 
God.” 

In 3:3-4 the prophet draws up his in- 
dictment of the four groups who are re- 
sponsible for the sad state of affairs in 
Jerusalem. We notice here, incidentially, 
and yet not so incidentially, how much 
clearer the rsv is than the Kjv. Some 
verses in the latter are almost meaningless. 
“Her officials within her,” says Zephan- 
iah, “are roaring lions,” not protecting the 
people, but devouring them and their 
livelihood, always ready to seize and rend 
their prey. “Her judges are evening 
wolves that leave nothing till morning” 
—wolves, less powerful than the heads 
of state, but just as insatiable, consuming 
the goods of those who came to them for 
the protection of their goods, in league, 
apparently with the rulers. ‘Her proph- 
ets’ —the preachers, men of the cloth who 
should have denounced injustice in high 
places—“are wanton, faithless men.” 
Wanton in the sense of being unrestrained 
by the Word of God—speaking rather 
what the powerful men who controlled 
the purse strings desired, what their mid- 
dle-class congregations no doubt desired 
to hear. Faithless to God, and therefore 
faithless to men. “Her priests”, who 
should have pointed worshippers to the 
high moral demands of God, “profane 
what is sacred, they do violence to the 
law”—-by watering down its commands, 
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adjusting it to what the leaders of society 
would like to believe. They do this re- 
gardless of the fact that “the Lord within 
her is righteous, he does no wrong, every 
morning he shows forth his justice.” In 
other words his moral law is written in 
the constitution of the universe; it should 
be plain to everyone that no one can flout 
his laws with impunity; “but the unjust” 
continues his evil way and “knows no 
shame.” 


Ill. The Promise of Salvation, 

3:9-29 

For Zephaniah, however, as for the 
other great Old Testament prophets, the 
judgment which has become inevitable is 
not an end in itself; it may lead, it is 
intended to lead, it will lead in time to a 
world order which is in accordance with 
God’s will. 

In 3:8-10 we have the promise to the 
nations. Some day they shall learn. 
‘At that time,” according to the divine 
promise, “I will change the speech of the 
peoples to a pure speech, that all of them 
may call on the name of the Lord and 
serve him with one accord” (3:9). Judg- 
ment will in the end lead to conversion. 
That is the end which God’s judgment, 
however severe it may seem, always has 
in view. Only, as we have discovered 
since Zephaniah’s day, man is so slow 
to learn. We survive one judgment only 
to bring another upon ourselves and upon 
our children. 

In 3:11-13 we have the promise to 
Judah. In the dav that Zephaniah sees 
coming, the purified remnant of Israel 
will cleave faithfully to its God and trust- 
ing in him will dwell unmolested in their 
own land. The picture is in designed 
eontrast with the corrupt Jerusalem of the 
present day. 

In vss. 14-20 the prophet breaks out 
into poetic rhapsody over the Golden Age 
which is to come. In jubilant tones he 
bids the populace (personified as a young 
maiden) to sing and shout, to be glad and 
rejoice with all their hearts. God has 
taken away the judgments, i.e., ended 
their sufferings for the sins of the past; 
their enemies have all been done away 
with; from this time hence God himself 
will be in their midst to protect them 
from all harm. There is nothing more 
for them to fear; no longer will their 
hands grow weak, i.e., hang down for 
want of energy or in terror. God “will 
renew you in his love” (vs. 17), declares 
the prophet—i.e., will give you new life, 
new strength, and new happiness. “He 
will exult over you with loud singing as 
on a day of festival. I (the Lord) will 
remove disaster from you (all effects of 
your former disaster), so that you will 
not bear reproach for it” i.e., in the eyes 
of the world (vss. 17-18. In the Kjv 
these words baffle the understanding. 

Previously the strong had taken advan- 
tage of the weak, but in the age to come 


God himself will deal with all of their 
oppressors; and will give special thought 
to the lame and the outcast. (Who are 
the outcasts by the way in America?) 
He will bring back those who have been 
exiled (vs. 20—this verse suggests that 
the closing verses of Zephaniah were add- 
ed by a later hand—after the exile, which 
Zephaniah had foretold). The nation 
which for so long has borne the reproach 
of national disaster will be given a name 
and praise among all the peoples of the 
earth. 

Some think this promise is being ful- 
filled, will be more completely fulfilled 
for the Jews; others that there is a larger 
fulfillment in and through the church; 
as Dr. Stackel comments: 

“Only to those of a contrite heart and 
a reborn faith in God is this hope offered. 
For the Christian the Savior Jesus Christ 
is God’s supreme fulfillment of this prom- 
ise.” 

Others believe that the promise even 
to Israel was a conditional one, and is 
open with necessary changes to all men 
at all times if they will turn to God in 
penitence and faith. 


Permanent Truths 


What are the permanent truths en- 
shrined in this little read prophecy. R. 
Paul Caudill, in Broadman Comments 
for 1950, suggested the following: 

1. “The wrath of God is still operative. 
This principle of divine retribution that 
carries with it its own penalties and 
judgment is just as real today as it was 
in the days of Zephaniah. A man [or a 
nation] cannot turn his back upon God 
and get by with it.... 

“2. God is no respecter of persons. 
Zephaniah indicted the men of state and 
the prophets and priests themselves, and 
declared them to be guilty, like the people 
of apostasy and infidelity. God holds us 
responsible for our acts of unfaithfulness, 
irrespective of our position in life. This 
means that there ought continually to be 
heart-searching and soul-searching on the 
part of all men.” And it is not only 
those who are themselves unjust who are 
judged, but also those who have settled 
on their lees, who are indifferent and un- 
concerned. 

“3 


” 


. God is ever willing to save... 
an individual or a nation. But it may 
be only through a purifying judgment. 

“4. The whole plan of salvation rests 
upon the principle of faith. . .. No matter 
how willing God is to save his erring 
children from the doom of their evil ways, 
he cannot do so unless they will cast them- 
selves, as repenting sinners, at his feet 
by faith.” 

What would you add or subtract. 
What is Zephaniah’s great message for 
our own day? 


Quotations are from the Revised Standard Version. 
Lesson title and Scripture copyrighted by the Division 
of Education, National Council of Churches, 
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Wilbur LaRoe Says: 


The Quality of Presbyterianism. 
One advantage to be derived from attend- 
ing a Presbyterian General Assembly is 
that one can appreciate anew the high 
quality of our beloved church. Where in 
all the world can one find more conce- 
crated, more able, or more devoted lead- 
ers? Eugene Blake impressed everyone 
as having enormous stature, but also a 
kindly heart. Glenn W. Moore is one of 
the ablest executives known to Protestant- 
ism. Where can one find a flaming evan- 
gel to exceed John A. Mackay? Paul S. 
Wright presided over the Assembly with 
such skill and grace as to make us proud 
that we were Presbyterians. Dr. Wade 
H. Boggs, bringing a message of love 
from the South, made us feel that the 
southern branch of the church must equal 
ours in quality. Walton W. Rankin 
proved to all of us that the work of an 
editor can be a very high type of min- 
istry. The retiring moderator, Dr. Ralph 
Waldo Llovd, showed what a distinguish- 
ed educator can contribute to a great 
church. 

The lavmen were not far behind. Paul 
Moser inspired us by his very presence 
and made us feel that there must be pe- 
culiar virtue in the name Paul. If there 
is a more truly concecrated layman than 
Merle T. Jones, new president of National 
Council of Presbyterian Men, we know 
not who he is. Louis Komjathy, Detroit 
lawyer, demonstrated his Christian sta- 
ture. 

The world needs a church that has a 
passion for service, a church that has 
humility combined with dignity, a church 
with outstanding ministers and with able 
and consecrated laymen, a church with 
a reasonable theology that appeals to both 
mind and heart. The Presbyterian 
Church is such a church. 


Does God Love the Chinese? We 


refer, not to the Red leaders, but to the 











NOVELLO 
ART GLASS 
STUDIOS 


Designers and Manufacturers 


of Leaded Art and Stained Glass 
Repairing by Skilled Craftsmen 


Protective Storm Glass Installed 
Sash and Sills Repaired 
Free Estimates Cheerfully Given 


NOVELLO STUDIOS 
150-152 High Forest Street 
Winona, Mich. 











JUNE 13, 1955 


poverty-stricken masses of Ghinese. Jesus 
died for them as well as for us. Yet the 
average per capita income in China is 
estimated at $27 compared with over 
$1700 in the United States. Who is so 
blind that he cannot see in these figures 
one reason for the spread of communism 
in China? Perhaps if they were Mace- 
donians we would go over and help them. 


BOOK NOTES 


THE Robert E. Speer biography, request- 

ed by the 1952 USA General Assembly 
is being written by W. Reginald Wheeler 
and will be published next spring by 
Fleming H. Revell. Title: A Man Sent 
from God. 





* * * 
UNION Seminary’s W. _ Taliaferro 
Thompson is at work on a book on the 
Christian home and family, at the urgent 
request of the Board of Christian Educa- 
tion. 





CLASSIFIED 


RATES—Up to 30 words for $3.00 (mini- 

mum per insertion. Ten cents for each 
additional word and initial, including ad- 
dress. Payment must accompany all orders. 
DISCOUNT for 3 insertions, 10%; 6 inser- 
tions, 15%; 12 insertions, 20%. 








MONTREAT 
FOR RENT. Efficiency apt. on Texas Rd. 
in Montreat by week or longer during 
July and August. Easy walk to P. O. or 
Auditorium. For information, write: Gow- 
er Crosswell, Jr., Rt. 1, Red Springs, N. C. 


GOD'S 
WONDER WORLD 





By Bernice Bryant. A 
newly revised edition of 
a different type of de- 
votional book for chil- 
dren 6-10. Stories show 
that God is everywhere. 
Lovely photos. $1.25 


THE 
7 TEEN YEARS 


By Alberta Z. Brown. 
Practical explanations 
of problems and oppor- 
tunities ‘‘teens’’ face 
today. Thirty-four de- 
lightful cartoon-style 
drawings. $1.50 
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NEW 
Books to help 


you counsel 


HOW TO START 
COUNSELING 


By William E. Hulme 


An experienced counselor and 
teacher shows how to fit your 
counseling knowledge and ability 
into a framework of practical ac- 
tion! 

Young ministers in their first pas- 
torates, experienced ministers look- 
ing for ways to expand and im- 
prove their counseling programs, 
Sunday school teachers—will find 
in Dr. Hulme’s analysis of coun- 
seling program procedures the aid 
they need to start counseling. 

$2.50 


Conquering 
The 


Seven 


Neadly 
Sins 


CONQUERING 
THE SEVEN 
DEADLY SINS 


By Lance Webb 


A new look at an old enemy— 
SIN! Dr. Webb discusses the na- 
ture, history, and causes of the 
seven deadly sins and shows how 
they can be—and have been—over- 
come by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 

A hard-hitting book for those 
who help others in the living of 
their lives; for all who desire to 
become the finer persons they were 
meant to be! $3.00 


At All Bookstores 


ABINGDON PRESS 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Royce K. McDonald, Second church, 
Norfolk, Va., has accepted a call to the 
Enslow Park church, Huntington, W. Va. 

Howell M. Forgy, Pluckemin, N. J., is 
retiring from the pastorate for reasons 
of poor health. It was Mr. Forgy who, as 
a World War II chaplain, coined the 
famous slogan, “Praise the Lord and 
pass the ammunition.” 

J. Witherspoon Dunlap, Knoxville, 
Tenn., has accepted a call to the Dar!l- 
ington, S. C., church. 

Wm. B. McAlpin of the Waverly church, 
Pittsburg, Pa., will become pastor of the 
West-Park church, New York City, eff- 
ective June 12. 

Roy Hicks, 
accepted a 
church. 

Charles W. McNutt, pastor of the South 
Ruffner church, Charleston, W. Va., will 
become pastor of the McKinnon church 
and Littlepage mission of Charleston. 

Robert A. Potter, Arden, N. C., has 
accepted a call to the Murphy, N. C., 
church effective July 1. 

Wm. |. Boand, who has been studing 
at the University of Edinburgh, has 
returned to 3829 McFarlin Blvd., Dallas 
5, Texas. 

R. B. Y. Scott of the McGill Univer- 
sity divinity faculty in Canada, has been 
appointed professor in the department of 
religion at Princeton University. 

Samuel H. Christopher, Jr., 
Ga., has accepted a call to the 
church, Walterboro, S. C. 

Philip A. Roberts, Fredericksburg, Va., 
has been called to the Clifton Forge, Va., 
church. T. C. Bales retired as paster 
in Clifton Forge last year. 

Wm. B. Young, Altavista, Va., pastor, 
has been called to active duty as a 
chaplain in the U. S. Air Force. He is to 
report for duty not later than July 20. 
AWARD 

Norman J. Stanhope of the Jefferson 
Avenue church, Detroit, Mich., has won 
a $1,400 three-weeks’ tour of the Near 
East. Mr. Stanhope was chosen for the 
award by the Bible Land Tours Associa- 
tion. He and a small party will leave 
July 11 ora tour which will include Italy, 
Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, 
Cyprus and Greece. 

DEATHS 

Henry Buck Master, 83, Moderator of 
the Presbyterian, USA, Assembly of 1936, 
died at his home in Ardmore, Pa., May 18. 

J. Blair Morton, 87, died May 26 in 
Charleston, W. Va., where he was mis- 
sion pastor emeritus of the First church. 
Dr. Morton was associated with the First 
church for 45 years. He had been stated 
clerk of Kanawha Presbytery for 37 
years. 

MISSIONARIES 

Eight new missionaries have been ap- 
pointed by the Presbyterian, U. S., Board 
of World Missions as follows: 

Jimmie Reid and Dorothy Downey Hol- 
landsworth of Staunton, Va., and Buford 
G. Rider, Corpus Christi, Texas, to Mex- 
ico. 
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Cornelia Ann Dick, Memphis, Tenn., to 
Japan. 

Nancy Dinwiddie Morton, Williamsburg, 
Va., and Mattie Elizabeth Hart, Gabbett- 
ville, Ga., and Hazard, Ky., for three-year 
terms to Africa. 


Charles Ross, Jr., Oceana, W. Va., and 
Nancy Jean Jones, Glendale, Calif., who 
plan to be married, to Africa. 


HONORARY DEGREES 


Tusculum (Tenn.) — LL.D.: Speaker 
Sam Rayburn of Texas; Governor Frank 
Clement of Tennessee; Congressmen B. 
Carroll Reece of Tennessee; D. D.: Caz- 
well G. Johnstone, Miami, Fla.; Geo. C. 
Ames, Ambler, Pa. 


Westminster (Utah)—D. D.: David E. 
Buzza, Menominee, Mich.; L. H. D.: Anees 
B. Malouf; Litt. D.: Ralph W. Lloyd, 
Maryville, Tenn. 


Queens (N. C.) Sc.D.: Margaret Jar- 
man Hagood, Washington, D. C. The 
Algernon Sydney Sullivan Awards went 
to H. H. Everett, chairman of the Queens 
board of trustees, and Jacqueline Jetton, * 
Charlotte student. 


EARNED DEGFEES 

Western Seminary (Pa.)—Master of 
Theology: Hans-Ludwig Althaus, Chas. E. 
Goldsmith, H. D. Hough, Francis Vitez. 
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Every Christian Is a Part of 


THE CHRISTIAN MISSION IN A 
REVOLUTIONARY WORLD 


What are the forces of revolution in the world today? 
Should Americans be afraid of change? 
Is God satisfied with the world as it is? 


What is the Church’s ministry to hungry, homeless, hopeful 


What is the Christian’s Mission in a Revolutionary World? 
READ 
THEY REACH FOR LIFE, by John E. Skoglund. Friend- 


With sensitive understanding and in easy to read style Dr. 
Skoglund describes the world revolution in terms of the 
little people of the earth and their desperate hunger of mind 


THIS REVOLUTIONARY FAITH, by Floyd Shocklock. 
Friendship Press ($1.25) 


Dr. Shacklock analyzes the causes, symptoms, and emerging 
results of the revolutionary state of the world. He points 
out ways in which Christianity has contributed both to the 
rise of revolutionary forces and to meeting the needs of 
For study leaders and ministers in 
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